
 

Cotherstone Primary Newsletter 9th 
February 2024 

Believe, Aspire, Thrive, Together 

Attendance 

This week's overall attendance is 88.13%. Class 2 had the best attendance with 94.8%  . Well done Class 

2    

Parents Consultations 

We sent booking sheets home earlier this week for next week's parents consultations. If you haven't 

already done so, please return your form as soon as possible, indicating the times that are not 

convenient for you. 

Thank you! 



Thank you to Ally B for her kind donation of books for use in Class 1 and Pre-school. The children love 

them! 

Nail Varnish 

A polite reminder that children should not wear nail varnish to school, thank you. 

Class 1 and 'Little Learners' 

Over the past few weeks we have welcomed an abundance of visitors into class to enhance the Early 

Years curriculum topic this half term, 'People who help us'. Local vet,  Richard Matthews, came into 

school to inspect Mrs Murtagh’s guinea pig and show the children some of the equipment he uses as a 

vet. He talked about lots of different animals that he has treated and how he became a vet 

 



 

 



 

Sue Bainbridge, a first responder and ambulance driver from Middleton in Teesdale came into school to 

talk to the children about her role, teaching them basic first aid and how to use a defibrillator. Sue then 

went into Key Stage 2 for the afternoon to teach the older children how to use a defibrillator too.  



 



 

 



 

 



 

Jamie Siddle came in to talk about his voluntary role working with the Mountain Rescue Team. He 

showed the children all of the things that he has to carry in his rucksack and the children absolutely 

loved discovering the tent, map and sitting in the mountain recue pickup! 

 



 

Tamsin Coulson, very kindly came into school to talk about her role as a doctor and allowed the children 

to use some of the equipment she will use on a daily basis. The children loved using the stethoscope to 

listen to each other’s heartbeat. 



 



 

Next week, we will welcome the Air Ambulance Team, a local lifeguard and the police.  

Thank you to all of our visitors to the school for giving up your time to educate the children so well.  

We have also been celebrating Chinese New Year this week. Looking at where China is on the world map, 

how it is celebrated and trying some Chinese food.        



 

 



 

 

Class 1 

Children in Year 1 and 2 have been extremely busy learning about nouns, adjectives, speech bubbles and 

gathering information in Literacy this week.  

In maths we have been learning about doubles, near doubles and subtracting 1’s using number bonds. 



We celebrated Internet Safety Day on Tuesday and the children all sorted and identified how technology 

has changed over time and more importantly how to stay safe online if something pops up on your 

screen that you are worried about. 

In art and design the children have loved experimenting with paint to make a range of secondary colours 

and then experimenting with paint via printing.  Some lovely work was produced and we recreated 

Jasper Johns number painting too        

 

 

In Forest School this week, we celebrated being outdoors in the snow with the children making a 

snowman, writing in the snow, making snow angels and enjoying being outdoors while the flakes were 

falling! Lots of team building, resilience, turn-taking, co-operating and fun was had by all! 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

Awards 

Class 1: Stars of the Week: Florence for fantastic phonics work and Sonny for great doubles work       

Presentation: Thomas 

Class 2: Star of the Week:  Elodie for your excellent maths work on multiplication and division. 

Presentation: Noah  

Class 3: Star of the Week: Zara for great work finding fractions of amounts. Presentation: Robby in his art 

book 

 

This week's lunchtime awards go to: 

Edie for being a great friend 

Chloe for making a great start to the lunchtime routine 

Harry for being a great role model 

Zara for her kindness towards her fellow pupils 

The school lunch menu can be found here,  

Homework 

Class 1:  Please see your child's homework folder 

Class 2:  Spellings.  Maths - Multiplication and division facts. Reading comprehension 

Class 3:Year 5 Literacy: Causal conjunctions and adverbials. Year 5 Maths: Multiplying mixed numbers by 

integers 

https://www.cotherstone.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/177/2024/01/Chartwells-North-Eats-AW-23-2-choice-meat-Cotherstone-4.pdf


Y6: Continue with SATs question books 

After School Club - Baking Club 

Cheese straws proved a hit this week. Next week we will make chocolate chip shortbread. 

This week's brilliant bakers were Thea and Chloe 

 

Dates for your diary 

Wednesday 14th February - Parent's Consultations for all classes 

Thursday 15th February - Pre-school and Class 1 Parent Consultations (day 2) 

Friday 16th February - School closes for half term break 

Monday 26th February - School re-opens 

Wednesday 28th February - Class 3 Life Centre Visit 

Monday 4th March - World Book Day 

Friday 8th March 2pm - Mothers Day Service at St Cuthbert's Church  - all welcome 

Term Dates for this academic year can be found here. 

Please find the link to information about activities at the Hub over the half term break belowL 

https://www.tcrhub.co.uk/february-half-term-at-the-hub/ 

Thank you for your continued support.  

If you have any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Mrs Gibson and the Cotherstone Team 

https://www.cotherstone.durham.sch.uk/parents/school-holidays/
https://www.tcrhub.co.uk/february-half-term-at-the-hub/
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