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Cotherstone Primary School



Rationale
At Cotherstone Primary, we believe that high-quality history lessons inspire children to want to know more about the 
past and their place in History. By linking History learning to a range of topics, children have opportunities to 
investigate and interpret the past, understand chronology and build an overview of Britain’s past as well as that of 
the wider world.

Teesdale and County Durham itself are areas rich in historical features including evidence of Stone Age activity, 
Anglo-Saxon, Roman and Viking settlement as well as strong links to Victorian Britain and the Industrial Revolution. 
Through history we promote pride in the community, local heritage and British values whilst looking outwards at 
significant national and international events and civilisations. Our intent is for our children to understand the place in 
which they live in context of its own unique history, the history of Britain and that of the wider world. We feel that 
those children who live in and around the area should understand and be proud of their local history and their place 
in it. A number of children in our school have moved into the area from various towns and cities around the country. 
We intend for those children to feel as much a part of the story of Teesdale and the wider area as much as those 
born and bred here and to embrace the knowledge and history that they bring to us. The children are taught to value 
their home and heritage within the local community and link this to their place within British and World History.



Rationale

Through our History Curriculum, we aim to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about Britain’s past and that of 
the wider world. We teach children to understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today; we also 
teach them to investigate these past events and, by so doing, to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation 
and problem solving. We believe that high-quality history lessons inspire children to want to know more about the 
past and to think and act as historians. Our history curriculum is enquiry based and knowledge rich.

We intend to develop children’s knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from a range of 
historical periods, including significant events in Britain’s past. Children are given the opportunity to develop the 
ability to think critically about history and communicate ideas confidently to a range of audiences, giving them a 
respect for historical evidence and the ability to make critical use of it to support their learning.



Rationale

At Cotherstone Primary School, our history curriculum is carefully sequenced in such a way that the children will 
initially learn about their immediate history: their family and location. This will be a starting block in EYFS and built 
upon as they enter Key Stage 1. Once this is consolidated, they will gain a wider experience of global history. As a 
child moves through our school, their historical knowledge and understanding will deepen and connections will be 
made across history topics. 

The concepts that children explore are revisited in different units allowing children to apply new knowledge to the 
concept in order to prepare them for future learning and life. History topics are also linked to geography, art and DT 
units as much as possible, with English texts being used to give a further immersive experience for our children.
We inspire children’s curiosity to know more about the past by planning and delivering interesting and thought-
provoking topics and activities. Lessons are planned effectively to consider children’s prior learning and current 
assessment and are appropriately differentiated so that all children can make outstanding progress. These lessons 
and experiences equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop 
perspective and judgement. We use local and national resources, including museums, historical sites and people of 
interest to help enable children to envisage the past. We demonstrate and encourage children to ask perceptive 
questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop perspective and judgement. 



Rationale
By working sequentially, in a chronological order – as well as possible within a two-year rolling plan – we help children 
understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, diversity of societies and relationships between 
different groups as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. Themes such as ‘achievement’, 
‘significance’ and ‘legacy’ are woven throughout the curriculum to allow for detailed, in depth comparisons between 
events to promote critical thinking about continuity and change.

Through effective, cumulative formative and summative assessment and monitoring of progress, we extend children’s 
learning both within individual lessons and over time. By the end of their time in our school, our children have an 
enthusiasm for seeking historical evidence, understand the methods of historical enquiry, how evidence is used 
rigorously to make historical claims and to question such claims. Children retain key knowledge and facts through 
effective use of resources (including technology and online learning), inviting local guests into school to talk about 
their particular experience of historical and local events as well as experts in various historical fields. We plan exciting 
educational visits to reinforce classroom learning and help our children experience real-life history!



Rationale- our aims

• Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to 
the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 
the wider world

• Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the 
expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies 
of mankind

•Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ 
and ‘peasantry’

•Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and 
significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and 
create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses

•Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, 
and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed

•Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections 
between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and 
social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.



Rationale
Through careful planning and delivery, children remember key facts and concepts while developing an ongoing 
interest in history. They be inquisitive and ask their own questions about history while at the same time questioning 
current thinking. They understand the unique history of Teesdale and their own part in it while also developing a 
sense of global citizenship by understanding how the world has been shaped by historical actions and ways of 
thinking.
Children understand history as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how 
people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world.
They gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’ and 
‘parliament’. Children understand historical concepts
such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 
connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured 
accounts, including written narratives and analyses.
They also understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical 
claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.



Rationale 
We use rigorous monitoring throughout the year to gauge the impact of the curriculum design. Senior leaders and 
subject leaders carefully monitor history: reviewing learning, evaluating pupil voice, providing individual feedback to 
move practice forward, celebrating positives and highlighting areas of development.

To make history lessons inclusive, Cotherstone Primary School anticipates barriers to taking part and learning particular 
activities, lessons or a series of lessons may pose for pupils with particular SEND and planning considers ways of 
minimising or reducing those barriers so that all pupils can fully take part and learn. In some activities, pupils with 
SEND will be able to take part in the same way as their peers. In others, some modifications or adjustments will need to 
be made to include everyone. For some activities, ‘parallel’ activities are provided for pupils with SEND, so that they 
can work towards the same lesson objectives as their peers, but in a different way, such as using visual aids to support 
pupils in understanding words and phrases.

Coverage and progress are accurately assessed through careful analysis of the application of skills as children move 
through the history curriculum. Children are taught to understand and use historical vocabulary, knowledge and skills 
across a variety of historical events in Britain and beyond. Children leave Cotherstone Primary School with a love of 
history and the confidence and critical thinking skills to become historians of the future.



History in Early Years

History in the Early Years is covered in ‘Understanding the World’. It is introduced through activities that encourage 
every child to be curious, ask questions and talk about the world around them. In EYFS the early learning goals for 
History are centred on inspiring the children to show an interest in the lives of people familiar to them such as 
parents and grandparents through discussion. We support the children in the early years in exploring ways of 
preserving memories of special events through collecting photographs, making drawings and writing.



Long Term Plan- Year 1 and 2  



Long Term Plan- Year 1 and 2  



Long Term Plan- Year 3 and 4 



Long Term Plan- Year 3 and 4 



Long Term Plan- Year 5 and 6 



Long Term Plan- Year 5 and 6 









Themes and Concepts



Themes and Concepts



Themes and Concepts



Progression of Knowledge and Skills



Progression of Knowledge and Skills



Progression of Knowledge and Skills



Progression of Knowledge and Skills



Progression of Knowledge and Skills



Progression of Knowledge and Skills



Vocabulary Progression



Vocabulary Progression
KS1

Changes in Toys
before, after, past, present, old, new, then, now, today, 
modern, timeline, different, same, favourite

Famous Explorers
explore, explorer, exploration, significant, astronaut, 
oceanographer, mountaineer, before, after, past, 
present, monument, same, different, change, 
continuity, then, now.

Changes in Technology
before, after, past, present, old, new, then, now, today, 
modern, timeline, different, same, technology, evidence,

Kings, Queens and Castles
king, queen, reign, monarch, coronation, before, past, present, moat, 
drawbridge, battlements,
attack, defend, protect, Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle, Balmoral 
Castle, Queen Elizabeth II,
present day, monument, sceptre, similar, different, regal, Battle of 
Hastings, William the Conqueror,
significant, change, continuity, then, now, differentThe Great Fire of London

evidence, present, past, now, then, Lord Mayor, fire hook, 

diary, Samuel Pepys, significant, archaeologist, before, 

after, modern-day, Christopher Wren, St Paul’s Cathedral, 

chronological order, timeline

Holidays/Travel
George Stephenson, Timothy Hackworth, holidays, beach, pier, 
Victorian, Punch and Judy, travel, locomotive, steam train



Vocabulary Progression
LKS2

Stone Age to Iron Age
artefacts, excavation, archeologist, continuity, remains, 
migrate, preserve, agriculture, domestication, 
significant, mine, ore, alloy, beaker, burial, construct, 
settlement, palisade, granary, ditch.

Ancient Egypt 
era, artefact, chronology, scribe, hieroglyphs, 
polytheistic, obelisk, temple, preserve, prepare, pyramid, 
chamber, Egyptologist, chariot, invade, bronze, navy, 
archer, trade, expand, monarchy, empire, The Romans

archer, infantry, fleet, annex, military alliance, legion, emperor, empire,
peninsula, tactic, settlement, kingdom, revolt, occupation, outnumber, 
governor, conquer, fort, defences, civil war, pillage

Ancient Greece
civilisations, ceramics, excavate, Crete, trade, complex, 
export, bronze, import, oligarchy,
city-state, outnumber, invasion, empire, retreat, revolt, 
unified, militaristic policy, tyrant, victorious,



Vocabulary Progression
UKS2

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 
empire, emperor, rebellion, raid, pillage, barbarian, 
invasion, legion, rebel, status, aristocracy, settlement, 
native, migration, tribe, kingdom, capital, pagan, hostile, 
idol, Scandinavia, priory, monk.

Ancient Maya 
historian, archaeologist, artefacts, region, drought, 
irrigate, crops, porous, limestone, jadeite, settlement, 
ravine, ajaw, comparing, kingdom, abandoned, obsidian, 
annex, hostile, invade, trade,  port

Crime and Punishment 
crime, period, chronology, deter, severe, court, tithing, wergild, ordeal, 
jury, treason, abolish, custody, incriminate, pact, jailer, oakum, industrial, 
promotion, unarmed, detective, prevention, detection, rehabilitation.

WW2 
republic, citizen, state, overthrow, occupation, anti-
Semitism, unemployment, debt, dictator, fascism, 
nationalism, authoritarian government, annexed, territory, 
appeasement, pact, natural resources, invasion, air raid, 
evacuee, ration, air force, interception, radar, payload, 
mobilization, squadron



Local History



Whilst teaching key historical concepts, 
we use model texts to support our local 
history to provide our children with these 
links to make connections. 



Outdoor Learning Kings, Queens and Castles- KS1-
Constructing a castle- features of a castle

Romans- LKS2

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings- UKS2

Viking Longship

Where possible, we utilise 
Outdoor Learning opportunities in 
History to enhance the learning 
and experiences of our children. 

Examples of lessons from our 
History curriculum, seen below. 





Significant Events / Partnership Working

Working with our partnership school, 
we created a timeline showing 
significant events throughout the 
queen’s reign. This was displayed within 
the village hall for the wider community 
to view.  



Significant Events / Partnership Working

Visiting the local village hall to view an 
exhibition exploring the History of our 
village/local area. 



Significant Events Street Party!



Opportunities to enhance discussion and enrich experiences to create memorable learning moments  

Digging with archaeologists in the Local Area! 



Opportunities to enhance discussion and enrich experiences to create memorable learning moments  



Assessment for Learning



We use a variety of Assessment for 
Learning techniques within our 
History lessons. 

End of unit tests reviewing and revisiting learning. 

Kahoot

Self-assessments

Cumulative Quizzes

Double page spreads which allow the 
children to demonstrate their learning 
in a creative way. Children take great 
pride in completing these. 


