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Rationale

At ‘Little Learners preschool’ and within Reception year, we provide the children with an enriched, simulating, safe 
and exciting environment where children learn to collaborate and share. Little Learners provision is shared with 
Reception children until the end of the EYFS. The curriculum we offer is exciting, challenging and creative and builds 
upon learning with memorable experiences. We want our children to be caring, confident and curious leaners and 
through providing a stimulating environment we ensure there is a good balance of adult led activities alongside 
continuous provision. The curriculum is taught sequential with clear progression from preschool through to the end of 
reception. The curriculum is planned so children build their knowledge and skills sequentially and all activities and 
learning opportunities are age appropriate and allow for extended learning. We have a good, continuous supply of 
volunteers within the setting who all help to have meaningful conversations with the children to increase their 
vocabulary skills and enhance our language rich environment.



Rationale

At Cotherstone Primary we have a mixed Key Stage 1 class where EYFS work alongside Year 1 and Year 2 in the same classroom. 
We also have a preschool provision, ‘Little Learners’ for children aged 3 until school age. 

Having a mixed age class offers many extra opportunities and allows the full development of potential for everyone within the
class at their own stage of development. 

We aim to achieve our curriculum intent by developing, supporting and nurturing our young learners and ensuring they are 
happy and proactive in their daily school life. Outdoor play and learning takes places each day regardless of the weather. As long 
as the children are appropriately dressed they can access all areas and choose whether to work indoors or outdoors. 
Our EYFS curriculum ensures we are able to meet the individual needs of every child within the class.
A ‘Learning Journal’ is compiled throughout the EYFS year and is specific to the child’s learning and development. Each child

has their own journal which is linked to the EYFS early learning goals.



Rationale
The children are taught a well-balanced curriculum around the 7 areas of the Early Years curriculum:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Physical Development
Communication and Language
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the world
Expressive arts and design

The 3 characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:
Playing and exploring -children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’
Active learning- children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements
Creating and thinking critically-children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

Through careful planning and taking onboard the characteristics of effective teaching and learning, practitioners can adjust their practise 
appropriately to meet the needs of all our children. Daily planning is put in place, following our medium term and long-term plans, however 
some planning can be adapted and adjusted to go with the children’s needs on that day.
Each child within the EYFS is assigned a key person and information regarding that key person is sent home to parents/carers on entry to our 
provision. We work very closely alongside our parents/carers and seek guidance from them to ensure every child’s learning is tailored to meet 
their own individual needs. 



Rationale

Through clear, well balanced, and sequential activities, learning and memories will take place and the majority 

of children will meet the early learning goals at the end of Reception. Throughout the summer term, children in 

Reception will be completing more adult led activities and less independent play will be given. The children will 

then be prepared and ready to start the National curriculum in Year 1.



Long Term Plan 
The Long Term Plan outlines the learning possibilities that may be pursued by the children and staff over the academic year. Three broad Learning
Contexts have been identified to embrace these possibilities. The seven Areas of Learning are incorporated within these learning contexts. These
are: COMMUNITY, CHANGES AND DIFFERENCES, and SPECIAL TIMES.

COMMUNITY – This context embraces learning particularly associated with Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Communication and
Language and Literacy. It focuses on making new friends, learning about home, family and the school and community around the school as well
as the wider world beyond Cotherstone and Teesdale. Comparing our community with life in different parts of the world is an important focus of
this learning context.

CHANGES AND DIFFERENCES – This context addresses changes in seasons, weather, new growth in plants and animals. It looks at different
properties of materials such as ice, water and vapour. There are so many differences and contrasts in nature to observe; light and darkness, day
and night, growth and decay, young and old. This context covers many areas of the EYFS framework within the area of learning of Understanding
the World and Mathematics. Much learning takes place outside in the gardening areas, wet play, and sand play areas, so there is ample
opportunity to develop gross and fine motor skills (Physical Development) through gardening/outdoor activities such as digging, watering,
wedding, planting, and sweeping activities.

SPECIAL TIMES – This context covers a wide variety of celebrations, special occasions and one-off events. Some are annual events such as Sports
Day, birthdays, Harvest Festival, Halloween, Christmas, Easter, Diwali, and Chinese New Year. Others are special events that occur during the year,
Children in Need event or a whole school Pantomime. Marking and celebrating such events and occasions provide an opportunity for a range of
creative activities such as music making, card making, dressing up and role play. Expressive Arts and Design and fine motor skills within Physical
Development are fully covered by this context.

This is a flexible plan that evolves as the interests of the children become apparent. Through weekly Planning Meetings all staff provides feedback
on the emerging interests of children, and we endeavour to incorporate their interests within our Short Term Planning. Each half term the staff
team review the learning outcomes achieved and ensure that over the year a balance of learning opportunities is provided that cover all areas of
learning from the EYFS framework document.



Long Term Plan- Cycle A Preschool (3-4)



Long Term Plan- Cycle A Preschool (3-4)



Long Term Plan- Cycle B Preschool (3-4)



Long Term Plan- Cycle B Preschool (3-4)



Long Term Plan- Cycle A Reception (4-5)



Long Term Plan- Cycle A Reception (4-5)



Long Term Plan- Cycle A Reception (4-5)



Long Term Plan- Cycle A Reception (4-5)



Long Term Plan- Cycle A Reception (4-5)



Long Term Plan- Cycle B Reception (4-5)



Long Term Plan- Cycle B Reception (4-5)



Long Term Plan- Cycle B Reception (4-5)



Long Term Plan- Cycle B Reception (4-5)



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Preschool 
‘Little Learners preschool’ in the EYFS curriculum

Communication and Language (C&L)

When our children leave the initial ‘Little Learner’s preschool year’ we want them to be able to sing a large repertoire of songs, including: Twinkle Twinkle little 

star, Baa Baa Black sheep, Two Little Dicky birds, Humpty Dumpty, Incy wincy spider and Hickory Dickory Dock. We want them to be able to enjoy listening to 

stories and be able to re-tell familiar stories in their own words, using props if chosen. We also want their language skills and vocabulary to be more developed 

and use longer sentence structure of 4-6 words. Through meaningful discussions with adults and their peers, their vocabulary should be extended,  particularly 

in relation to the topics they are working on.



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Preschool 
‘Little Learners preschool’ in the EYFS curriculum

Communication and Language (C&L)

Autumn                                                        Spring                                                   Summer



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Preschool 
Physical Development (PD)

When our children leave the initial ‘Little Learner’s preschool year’ we want them to be able to ride a trike/ scooter and catch a 

large ball. We want them to be able to move in a variety of different ways eg crawling, walking, running and develop their fine 

motor skills by being able to hold a pencil correctly and be able to make effective snips when using scissors. We also want the 

children to be able to put on their own coat and fasten their own zips. 



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Preschool 
Physical Development (PD)

Autumn                            Spring                                Summer



Progression of Knowledge and Skills
Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

When our children leave the initial ‘Little Learner’s preschool year’ we want them to be happy and creative learners that feel safe and secure 

in our environment. We want them to be able to access the preschool resources independently, follow the class charter rules, be able to work 

alongside their peers and solve suggestions if conflict occurs. We want them to be able to take care of their own personal hygiene and care for 

other children in their learning environment.



Progression of Knowledge and Skills
Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

Autumn                                                        Spring                                                   Summer



Progression of Knowledge and Skills-Preschool
Literacy 

When our children leave the initial ‘Little Learner’s preschool year’ we want them to be able to hold and handle books carefully and 

be able to retell familiar stories or make up their own imaginative story. We want them to mark make for a purpose and be able to tell 

us what they have wrote. We want the children to be able to recognise their name and write their own name, copying from a name 

card. We want them to be able to hear rhymes and be able to listen to different sounds in the environment and have a good 

phonological awareness.



Progression of Knowledge and Skills-Preschool
Literacy 

Autumn                                                        Spring                                                   Summer



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Preschool
Mathematics  

When our children leave the initial ‘Little Learner’s preschool year’ we want them to be able to subitise up to 3 objects, say number 

names in order 1-10 and show numbers using their fingers up to 5. We want them to have a solid knowledge of numbers up to 5, 

therefore they can make match numerals and amounts, make 5 in different ways and use and understand key vocabulary related to

numbers and position/length, weight and capacity.



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Preschool
Mathematics  

Autumn                                                        Spring                                                   Summer



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Preschool
Understanding the World 

When our children leave the initial ‘Little Learner’s preschool year’ we want them to have a good understanding of the world around 

us. To know how things work, understand that people have different jobs, know how to care and look after plants and living things and 

talk about changes and differences in the environment around them.



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Preschool
Understanding the World 

Autumn                                                        Spring                                                   Summer



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Preschool
Expressive Arts and Design

When our children leave the initial ‘Little Learner’s preschool year’ we want them to be able to take part in simple pretend play, draw 

and create with a purpose in mind, mix colours and choose their own materials to create their own collages/models. We want the 

children to enjoy listening to music, taking part using musical instruments and create their own songs or join in singing songs 

themselves. 



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Preschool
Expressive Arts and Design

Autumn Spring Summer



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Progression of knowledge and skills throughout Reception in the EYFS curriculum

Communication and Language (C&L)

When our children finish Reception, we want them to have developed a ‘love of reading’ for fiction, non-fiction books and a wide range 

of genres. We want them to ask questions relevant to what they have heard, ask questions to clarify their understanding and achieve the 

Early Learning goals.

Early Learning Goals:

ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding 

Children at the expected level of development will: -

• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during 

whole class discussions and small group interactions; 

• Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding; 

• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

ELG: Speaking Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; -

• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 

poems when appropriate; 

• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and 

making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Communication and Language (C&L)



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Communication and Language (C&L)



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Physical Development (PD)

When our children finish Reception we want them to have developed their gross and fine motor skills. We want them to be able to 

hold a pencil effectively and be able to move in a variety of different ways.

Early Learning Goals:

Gross Motor Skills 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others; 

• Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing; 

• Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 

Fine Motor Skills

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing 

• using the tripod grip in almost all cases; 

• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery; 

• Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Physical Development (PD)



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Physical Development (PD)



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

When our children finish Reception we want them to be happy, confident and independent learners. We want them to be able to manage their own personal 

needs and have a good understanding of right and wrong and be able to dress and undress themselves independently.

Early Learning Goals:

Self-Regulation 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly; 

• Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate; 

• Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions 

involving several ideas or actions. 

Managing 

Self Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge; 

• Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly; 

• Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food choices. 

Building Relationships 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others; 

• Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers; 

• Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Literacy 

When our children finish Reception they should be able to write recognisable letters and be able to spell words by sounding them out. They should also 

have made good progress in phonics therefore they can read simple sentences and books matched to their phonics ability. Children should also have a 

good understanding of stories that have been read to them.

Early Learning Goals:

Comprehension 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced 

vocabulary; 

• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; 

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

Word Reading 

Children at the expected level of development will: -

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; 

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.

Writing 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed; 

• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters; 

• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Literacy 



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Literacy 



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Mathematics 

When our children finish Reception they should have a deep understanding of numbers to 10 and be able to subitise to 5. They should 

also be able to rote count and understand numerical patterns. 

Early Learning Goals:

Number

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number; 14 

• Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5; 

• Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and 

some number bonds to 10, including double facts. 

Numerical Patterns 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system; 

• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the 

other quantity; 

• Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be 

distributed equally.

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Mathematics 



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Mathematics 



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Understanding the World 
When our children finish Reception they should have a good understanding and knowledge of the world around them and be able to 
discuss similarities and differences and talk about past and present events. They should have a good knowledge of our immediate 
environment and topics related to our local area.
Early Learning Goals:
People, Culture and Communities 
Children at the expected level of development will: 
Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; 
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their
experiences and what has been read in class; 
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, 
non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 
The Natural World 
Children at the expected level of development will: 
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants; 
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class; 
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of 
matter.

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Understanding the World 



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Understanding the World 



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Understanding the World 



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Understanding the World 



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Expressive Arts and Design
When our children finish Reception they should be able to use a variety of different media to create and build. To be 
confident to perform their own songs, music alongside their peers.
Early Learning Goals:
Creating with Materials 
Children at the expected level of development will: 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and 
function; 
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used; 
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 
Being Imaginative and Expressive 
Children at the expected level of development will: 
Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher; 
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music.

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Expressive Arts and Design



Progression of Knowledge and Skills- Reception
Expressive Arts and Design


